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Introduction to STIs

Sexually transmissible infections (STIs) are infections that can be passed from person
to person during unprotected sex. STIs are largely preventable and, in most cases, can
be effectively treated or managed. 

However, if left untreated, STIs pose significant health risks including reproductive
health issues, adverse pregnancy outcomes, neonatal infections, cancer, and increased
risk of other infections, including HIV. 

Increasing awareness, preventing, routinely testing for, and treating STIs underpin the
public health approach to sexual health and wellbeing. 

The NSW Sexually Transmissible Infections (STI) Strategy 2022-2026 outlines the
priorities for STI prevention, testing, treatment and management, as well as how NSW
may improve equity and access to services.

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/sexualhealth/Publications/nsw-sti-strategy.pdf


NSW STI Strategy 2022-2026



Priority populations

People diagnosed with an STI
within the last 12 months

Sexually active young
people under 30 years

Aboriginal people

Pregnant women

Trans and gender diverse
people

Sex workers

People from culturally and
linguistically diverse
backgrounds

Men who has sex with men (MSM)



Syphilis and congenital syphilis
Syphilis cases are on the rise in NSW, especially amongst women aged 15 to 44 years old. This has
led to an increase in congenital syphilis, mother-to child transmission during pregnancy or at birth. 

If left untreated, syphilis in pregnancy can lead to serious health issues for both mother and baby,
including premature birth, low birth weight, stillbirth, early infant death, or long-term health
complications. Congenital syphilis is preventable through early testing and treatment during
pregnancy.

In 2023, NSW antenatal guidelines were updated to support early detection and syphilis
prevention. All pregnant women must now be offered syphilis screening at least twice during their
pregnancy - at their first antenatal visit and again at 26–28 weeks. Additional screening should be
offered when a woman has an increased risk of syphilis infection. 

Raising awareness and encouraging regular antenatal care and syphilis testing can help protect
families and communities.

https://www1.health.nsw.gov.au/pds/ActivePDSDocuments/PD2023_029.pdf


You, your baby and syphilis factsheet

The NSW Health ‘You, your baby and syphilis’ factsheet
supports women diagnosed with, or at increased risk of
syphilis during pregnancy. 

The factsheet is available in English, Chinese, Indonesian,
Mongolian, Nepali, Portuguese, Spanish, Thai and
Vietnamese.

View

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/sexualhealth/Factsheets/factsheet-you-your-baby-and-syphilis.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/sexualhealth/Pages/you-your-baby-and-syphilis.aspx#translations


Syphilis in Pregnancy Resources
South Western Sydney Local Health District and NSW Multicultural
HIV and Hepatitis Service have developed a tailored ‘Syphilis in
Pregnancy’ campaign in response to rising cases of congenital
syphilis.

The campaign aims to raise awareness of the importance of syphilis
testing, particularly for women of reproductive age and from diverse
communities. Priority populations have been identified using health
and demographic data.  

A suite of resources have been developed including multilingual
factsheets in 12 languages, social media tiles, signature block and
digital banners which can be used and shared across a range of digital
platforms.



Mongolian

Factsheet:
Syphilis in
pregnancy 

Nepali

Samoan

Tagalog

Tongan

Vietnamese

English

Arabic

Bengali

Chinese

Hindi

Fijian

Khmer

Target audience:
All pregnant people

Order free hard copy factsheets

https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesMn
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesNe
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesSm
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesTl
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesTo
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesVi
https://tinyurl.com/EnPregnancyAndBabies
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesAr
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesBn
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesZh
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesHi
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesFj
https://tinyurl.com/PregnancyAndBabiesKm
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=v6eHptsC30O8u-eovaYRoj767ySdDAhLhelFWzpEQTpUQUU3VU9TT0dDOUhSR0hVNTA4WVlWRkoxOS4u


English

Arabic

Bengali

Chinese

Hindi

Fijian

Khmer

Target audience:
General population

Factsheet:
Syphilis
can affect
everybody

Mongolian

Nepali

Samoan

Tagalog

Tongan

Vietnamese

Order free hard copy factsheets

https://tinyurl.com/EnDidYouKnow
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowAr
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowBn
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowZh
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowHi
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowFj
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowKmm
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowMn
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowNe
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowSm
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowTl
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowTo
https://tinyurl.com/DidYouKnowVi
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=v6eHptsC30O8u-eovaYRoj767ySdDAhLhelFWzpEQTpUQUU3VU9TT0dDOUhSR0hVNTA4WVlWRkoxOS4u


English

Arabic

Bengali

Chinese

Hindi

Fijian

Khmer

Factsheet:
Syphilis
testing &
treatment 

Target audience:
General population

Mongolian

Nepali

Samoan

Tagalog

Tongan

Vietnamese

Order free hard copy factsheets

https://tinyurl.com/EnSyphilisAffectsEverybody
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectsEverybodyAr
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectsEverybodyBn
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectsEverybodyZh
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectsEverybodyHi
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectsEverybodyFj
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectsEverybodyKm
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectEverybodyMn
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisCanAffectEverybodyNe
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectsEverybodySm
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectsEverybodyTl
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectsEverybodyTo
https://tinyurl.com/SyphilisAffectsEverybodyVi
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=v6eHptsC30O8u-eovaYRoj767ySdDAhLhelFWzpEQTpUQUU3VU9TT0dDOUhSR0hVNTA4WVlWRkoxOS4u


Mongolian

Nepali

Samoan

Tagalog

Tongan

Vietnamese

English

Arabic

Bengali

Chinese

Hindi

Fijian

Khmer

Factsheet: Women and Syphilis 
Target audience:
All women

Order free hard copy factsheets

https://tinyurl.com/MnWomenAndSyphilis
https://tinyurl.com/NeWomenAndSyphilis
https://tinyurl.com/SmWomenAndSyphilis
https://tinyurl.com/TlWomenAndSyphilis
https://tinyurl.com/ToWomenAndSyphilis
https://tinyurl.com/ViWomenandSyphilis
https://tinyurl.com/WomenAndSyphilisEn
https://tinyurl.com/ArWomenAndSyphilis
https://tinyurl.com/BnWomenAndSphilis
https://www.mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Zh/syphilis_and_women_chinese_a4.pdf?utm_source=mhahs&utm_medium=multi&utm_campaign=Syphilis
https://tinyurl.com/HiWomenAndSyphilis
https://tinyurl.com/FjWomenAndSyphilis
https://tinyurl.com/KmWomenAndSyphilis
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=v6eHptsC30O8u-eovaYRoj767ySdDAhLhelFWzpEQTpUQUU3VU9TT0dDOUhSR0hVNTA4WVlWRkoxOS4u


Key message Copy text

Syphilis testing in
pregnancy. 

Syphilis is a serious infection that can harm you and your baby. 

If you are pregnant or planning to have a baby, early testing is extra important to make sure you don’t pass syphilis on to your
baby.

Syphilis testing for
all.

Syphilis is a serious sexually transmissible infection (STI) that is passed on from one person to another during sex.

You might not have any symptoms. Without treatment, syphilis can seriously damage your health. 
Get tested, treated and cured!

For more information and to find your closest testing service, contact Sexual Health Info Link on 1800 451 624. 

Women and syphilis.

Syphilis is a serious infection and more women in Australia, aged 15- 44 years old are getting it. 

Learn more about syphilis and how you can protect yourself. 

Suggested text for social media 

Re-share our posts! Keep an eye out on the MHAHS Facebook page to easily re-share social media posts.

https://www.mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/En/Syphilis_Factsheet4_A4_syphilis_and_women.pdf?utm_source=mhahs&utm_medium=multi&utm_campaign=Syphilis
https://www.facebook.com/TheMHAHS/


download here

Download here Download here Download here

static tilesSocial media assets: 

Download here

https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_Static_SQ_4.jpg
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_Static_SQ_3.jpg
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_Static_SQ_2.jpg
https://www.mhahs.org.au/index.php/en/hiv/hiv-what-you-need-to-know
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_Static_SQ_4.jpg
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_Static_SQ_3.jpg
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_Static_SQ_1.jpg
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_Static_SQ_1.jpg
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_Static_SQ_2.jpg


Download here Download here

animatedSocial media assets: 

https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_SQ_Ad2.gif
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_SQ_Ad1.gif


Digital banner Signature block

animatedDigital assets: 

Digital banner

https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Banner_320x480px_Ad2.gif
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Syphilis_signature_468x60px.gif
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/Syphilis/Assets/Banner_320x480px_Ad1.gif


CALD MSM STI Campaign

This campaign aims to raise awareness and improve health literacy
regarding prevention, testing, and treatment for Sexually Transmitted
Infections (STIs) among Men who have Sex with Men (MSM) from
priority CALD backgrounds.

MHAHS in collaboration with 11 health facilities and organisations,
identified key CALD communities in need of targeted STI information
and support. As a result, campaign materials were developed in seven
languages in consultation with community representatives.

These resources are suitable for use across various digital platforms,
including dating and hook-up apps.



English

Arabic

Chinese

Portuguese 

Spanish

Thai

Vietnamese

static tilesSocial media assets: 

https://tinyurl.com/STIHealthCheckTilesEn
https://tinyurl.com/STIHealthCheckTilesAr
https://tinyurl.com/ZhSTIHealthCheckTiles
https://tinyurl.com/STIHealthCheckTilesPt
https://tinyurl.com/STIHealthCheckTilesPt
https://tinyurl.com/EsSTIHealthCheckTiles
https://tinyurl.com/STIHealthCheckTilesTh
https://tinyurl.com/STIHealthCheckTilesVi


animatedDigital banners:

English Arabic Chinese

Portuguese Spanish Thai Vietnamese

English Arabic Chinese

Portuguese Spanish Thai Vietnamese

https://tinyurl.com/CantSeeAnSTIBannerEn
https://tinyurl.com/CantSeeAnSTIBannerAr
https://tinyurl.com/ZhCantSeeAnSTIBanner
https://tinyurl.com/PtCantSeeAnSTI
https://tinyurl.com/PtCantSeeAnSTI
https://tinyurl.com/EsCantSeeAnSTI
https://tinyurl.com/ThCantSeeAnSTI
https://tinyurl.com/ViCantSeeAnSTI
https://tinyurl.com/EnProtectYourselfFromSTIBanner
https://tinyurl.com/ProtectYourselfFromSTIBannerAr
https://mhahs.org.au/images/campaigns/STI/CALDMSM/Zh/easy-to-protect-yourself-from-stis-zh-banner2.gif
https://tinyurl.com/ProtectYourselfFromSTIBannerPt
https://tinyurl.com/ProtectYourselfFromSTIBannerPt
https://tinyurl.com/ProtectYourselfFromSTIBannerEs
https://tinyurl.com/ProtectYourselfFromSTIBannerTh
https://tinyurl.com/ProtectYourselfFromSTIBannerVi


Key message Copy text

Regular STI testing.

Just like checking your blood pressure, STI testing is a normal and important part of routine health check-ups.

It is recommended every 6-12 months or more often if you have multiple partners. 

Find testing locations near you: playsafe.health.nsw.gov.au/sti-testing-locator/

STIs are often
symptomless. 

Most STIs have no symptoms. Testing is the only way to know if you have an STI. 

Testing is easy. It can involve a urine sample, blood test or self-collected swab. 

It is quick, confidential, and free at NSW Sexual Health Clinics. 

Find out more about STIs with these factsheets and videos available in English, Arabic, Simplified Chinese, Korean, Thai
and Vietnamese www.health.gov.au/sti/translated-resources

STI prevention. 

Whether you're in a relationship or just having fun, regular STI tests and using condoms are the best way to protect
yourself and others. 
Find testing locations near you: playsafe.health.nsw.gov.au/sti-testing-locator/ 
For more information and support call the NSW Sexual Health Info Link on 1800 451 624. 

Suggested text for social media 

Re-share our posts! Keep an eye out on the MHAHS Facebook page to easily re-share social media posts.

https://playsafe.health.nsw.gov.au/sti-testing-locator/
https://www.health.gov.au/sti/translated-resources
https://playsafe.health.nsw.gov.au/sti-testing-locator/
https://www.facebook.com/TheMHAHS/


STI Factsheets - International students
The International Student Health Hub features ‘The STI Facts’
series, with factsheets on various STIs available in English,
Hindi, Mandarin, Nepali, and Thai.

https://internationalstudents.health.nsw.gov.au/sti/
https://internationalstudents.health.nsw.gov.au/sti/
https://internationalstudents.health.nsw.gov.au/sti/


Service directory

Family Planning
Australia

1300 372 372

www.fpnsw.org.au

1800 451 624

NSW Sexual
Health Infolink

www.shil.nsw.gov.au

Level 1, 300 Bridge
Road, Forest Lodge
NSW

(02) 9515 1234

info@mhahs.org.au

NSW MHAHS ACON

414 Elizabeth Street,
Surry Hills, NSW

(02) 9206 2000

acon@acon.org.au
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Let Them Know
https://letthemknow.org.au

To find a doctor or GP
www.healthdirect.gov.au/australian-health-services

Find STI testing near you
www.playsafe.health.nsw.gov.au/sti-testing-locator 

Legal support (HALC)
www.halc.org.au or (02) 9492 6540

Useful
websites

A free
notification

service

https://letthemknow.org.au/
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/australian-health-services
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/australian-health-services
https://playsafe.health.nsw.gov.au/sti-testing-locator/
https://playsafe.health.nsw.gov.au/sti-testing-locator/
https://playsafe.health.nsw.gov.au/sti-testing-locator/
https://halc.org.au/
https://halc.org.au/


Thank you
For more information, email

 info@mhahs.org.au

Multicultural HIV and Hepatitis Service (MHAHS)
Diversity Programs and Strategy Hub

www.mhahs.org.au        @TheMHAHS


